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Coptic Language 


1 
Coptic Alphabet 


Origins of the word Copt 


The word Copt is mispronunciation of the word Agyptos in Greek 
language, where Arabs pronounced the “G” as “K” and it was 
pronounced Copt. Actually the word came from the ancient name of 
Egypt "Kemt" “Kopt” . 


The word indicates Egyptian ethnicity, language, and Christian 
religion of the Christians in Egypt. 


“Kemt” (Egypt) >> Kept >> Copt (Christian Egyptian) 
Kemt >> K >> G >> Agyptos >> Akyptos >> Kept >> Copt. 


Currently it’s being used to indicate Christian Egyptians or migrants 
in the Americas and Australia from Christian Egyptian origins. 


Evolution of the alphabet 


° Coptic Language in Hieroglyphic drawings 


AN Hi Ne~ 
B J I | OA 
Cool JA Pa 
D = Kv Ол 
E (Qor or ( R = 
Fue Læ sl 
G m MN Te 


U $ 
V < 


Coptic Language in Hieratic 
alphabet 


, Å Ly. (| р G ў Аў 
À О] <> wm & „= п L Á سا‎ | U 
h h r m f p b w a i A 
f ے 24 ص‎ їй A 4 = | --.—° О 
E, AR = МУ C7 حا‎ Col | — < 2 
d d t/ch t g k q šsh s 7/5 һ һ 


Coptic Language in Demotic 
alphabet 


Evolution of Coptic Language from Hieroglyphic 
drawings 


Coptic Alphabet 


Alpha 
dS, ) 3 
хх 


Evolution of Coptic Language from Hieroglyphic 
drawings 


Evolution of Coptic Language from Hieroglyphic 
drawings 


Evolution of Coptic Language from Hieroglyphic 
drawings 


Evolution of Coptic Language from Hieroglyphic 
drawings 
| E u Epsilon 


md 
mA 


crown of head 
E 
of cow 4 Y 


= 


pudenda 


l 
khemenou gods 


of hermopolis 
> x R 


W God 


Khenum 


EEE _ a 
je Xx Ý : 
op renpit new 
year's ja 


Evolution of Coptic Language from Hieroglyphic 
drawings 
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Coptic Alphabet 


Coptic Alphabet 


Writing Coptic Language on 
Computers 


The Coptic Language has been added to the Unicode System 
(Universal encoding Standard) with different hexadecimal 
numbers than the Greek alphabet. It can be used on 
computers and it has different fonts. 


You can download the program Gboard to use it on mobile 
phones and Tablets after words select Coptic from the list of 
languages. 


You can obtain free fonts and keyboard from the following 
internet address. 


https://archive.org/details/coptic-keyboard 


Pronunciation of Coptic alphabet 


alpha, GAga beta, Báta gamma, yáuua 
[b] [v] 
В= ب = ظط‎ 

B = b = Bag 

B+ vowel’ aia 9,2 
c9 =V 

B =v = very 


h 
h 
h 
x 
k 


delta, 6éÀ tQ epsilon, E€wlAov 

[d] [ó] i, zeta, Gra 
б= а= › [2] 

б = z = ( уп Greek words) С=2= 5 


Pronunciation of Coptic alphabet 


theta, Өйта 
[t^] lota, LØTA 


@=th=u lil 

0+ u= tma E 
occ l = і = need 
8 + ç = ts = 5 

0 + u = tsh =i 

el, 

(in southern dialect), 9 

ell 


алі 


карра, Kanna lambda, Абиба 
[I] 
s AS 


Pronunciation of Coptic alphabet 


оо = OU = s = through 
OVE = owe 
ova = owa 
OUO = омо 


OUW = 0-0 
OUL = оме =, 
sigma, о(үра 


[s] [z] 


С=5 = س‎ 
G + H = ZM = ej 
dr gre es words) 


Pronunciation of Coptic alphabet 


tau, TAU 
[t] 


t = t = ت‎ 


In past it was pronounced t or d it 
varied from one word to another. 
Currently it's all pronounced t. 
ENEP n يی‎ gle b 
تنطق تي فقط‎ Why. .الكلمة‎ 


upsilon, pov 

[i] [v] 

U=I=.s 

а + u = av =] 

(in greek words) 


phi, gu 
[p^] [fl 


in old pronunciation 
في النطق القديم‎ 

a + U = ao = aw 
تنطق‎ WL 

modern pronunciation 
av 


(in coptic words at end of word) 
a + u =a 

(in coptic words in middle of 
word) 

€ + U = ev 

(in greek words and in some 
coptic 
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Pronunciation of Coptic alphabet 


chi, xt 
[k] [k^] [f] omega, WUEYA 
sud БЫЧ D X = k [o:] 
in Coptic words gl =W=0 
X=k WOU = O 
while in greek words WOU = O - O 
X +v = shi = 
X + L = shi as 
x + £ = she =, 
x + n = shi = 
X + W = kho = s> 
X + o = kho = s> 
x + a = kha = b 
Khai, sat 
[kh] 
9 = kh = ¿ 


Pronunciation of Coptic alphabet 


Ногі, 200L oe 5 Tshima, бра 


х+1= = ي چ‎ 
x + e = је є 


In past it was pronounced ti or di, it varied from опе word to 
another. Currently it’s all pronounced ti. 
حسب الكلمة . وحاليا تنطق تي فقط‎ í دي‎ sl .في الماضي كانت تنطق تي‎ 


The site containing these lectures 
on the internet 


https://archive.org/details/copticlanguage 
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Until seeing you in next lesson 
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